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1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 (Douglas translation)

But when we were forcibly separated from you, family, for a 

short time (at least in person not in our heart), a deep longing 

drove us to try even harder to see you in person. This is so 

because we wanted to come to you (I, Paul, desired this again 

and again), but Satan hindered us. For who is our hope, our joy, 

our crown of boasting in the presence of our Lord Jesus when 

He comes, if it’s not you? It is you all, you see, who are our glory 

and joy!

CLAIMING God’s people as your FAMILY is a sign of true love for the 
church.

LONGING TO BE WITH God’s people is a sign of true love for the 
church.

EXULTING IN God’s people is a sign of true love for the church.
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